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the wildeſt inhabitant of the. deſart hrings ita 1 Wy 
into the world in a more helpleſs. or (more! 
ſtate than the children of men e fn — 
birth: And hence, all pretenſious to Knowledge M 
ſeem ridieulous from ſuch mean begiunmbg be 
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e title of wiſe men among the ancients, 


and: rulin paſſion ; As * one of the moſt eminent 
_ amongſt hom acknowledges of his brethren; They, 
4 ſays he, among the philoſophers who have written 
06: v5.4 agg wiſdom, have done it out of a ſpirit of 
4 vanity; and even where they decry vain-glory,” they 
Ante thereby; and in the very ſame books; labobr- 
0 ing to advance their oun glory. On theſe, there 
„ the. pointed” ſatire falls with its keeneſt edge. 
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*"mldom know no bounds, but mix heaven And earth, 
* "his world and the next, and preſume within the nar- 
ro circle of human underſtanding, to incloſe — 
-- infinite. attributes of the incomprehenſible Gop, 

0; out the " Almighty unto el when they 
needs ſcan all the ways of providence, and mea- 
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"whole duty of man.. 
21; Fi be fear of Gov therefore, is what Abe means, 
i” and by the fear. of Gon, you are to un- 
derſtand nothing leſs than religion in general, ſo call- 
166, decauſe the fear of Gop is not only itſelf aprin- 


BR part of true religion, but alſo, becaufe where 
$ preveiple, à true fear 'of Gop, rules in the heart, 


enen tu, and tant in my next; to 2 
r as the moſt valuable wi. 
uide of Four youth, and your ſureſt di- 


_ 


* Throuph all 8 of the world you are en- 
me ite. I heartily wiſh it was in the power of 
en can uſe to perſunde you to it. I. ſhall 
we fioother method for this purpoſe. here in pu- 
| than stin which I dee a 3 


Wk in private: . 4 a wo 1 . _ 42 „ 4 
-540 * "w 1 , . * 510 


on 9 al; 1 I . 


1 1 BY To wks you of your Mpänpf vow 0 
EPs t. with » ſhort explanarion ofthe parts | 
; 1 And then, | 25 
e Tnculcare the 7 of it, from your | 
"I veluntarypromiſe, now made by you before 7 


"the Biſhop.. 
, Conttuding with a few rules of advice, that. 


{he of ſervice for your direction werein. 

. At ue kim of your bapti ths you were in⸗ 

k 5 bie of judging or 20din for yourſelves ; 
ar bot therefore On of being entered into 


un N | 


— 
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deſcendants of Abraham before, the law, by the ord 7 
| nance of oircumeiſion-: Aud as hapti ſmm in the Golpet . 3 
luceceds eircumciſion under the Law, and our Saviour: 7} 
has no vrhere forbidden children to of it, burt 
on the cont commanded us & to ſuffer: the lictle- 
children to come unto him, it is our Chriſtian. 
birth-right to be baptized as ſoon as \convenientlymay = 
be, aſter you are born; and by that ſacrament, to ve 
admitted into rp with: * Ae, aa = 
terms ofithe'Goſpel.. a ny * 
Now, in all covenants, each e party lays- ." 
himſelf under an obligation to perform ſomething t 
wards he other: In the Chrifian:covenant, e Arr. 
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of , ar children. , J 
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in oppoſition to 
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and nouriſh principle of holineſs — us: They 3 
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On the other band 1 mie for you, that 
im conſideration. of theſe high. privileges, you ſhould 
- alſo be bound to the performance of - theſe three things, 
__viz.-—rſt, That you ſhould ' renounce all manner of 
wickedneſs;. abhor and abſtaig from it, whether 
tempted to it by the ſuggeſtions of the devil, allured 
dy the vanities "of the world you live in, or ſeduced 
dy che irregular luſt and paſſions of your 3 
nature. - dly, In the next place, that you 
with a hearty and lively faith, embrace all 2 apron 
of the Chriſtian . and dey of Fe 
- ſhould ew the truth and finceri ws ee Nai by by 
your works, in keeping God's: 
mandments, and walking in the —— all the days — | 
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of your belief is comprized in theſe three 
rticulars. 1. That you believe in one Gon, the 
flaker: of heaven and earth; and though, becanſe- he 


bodily eyes, yet he is not only revealed to your | 
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himſelf to your underſtanding through all the 
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continuance in lifes nor of any of the M 42 
conveniefcies you enjoy; Der & to aſcribe, che 
liberal and gracious hand, who made us. N 
leth all things living with plenteouſnels. | '- But 
even Heathen nations believe in a Creator of the ; 
to diſtinguiſh yourſelyss a8 Chriftians,. *. 

ticle is to believe in JIæxsus ChRiLö ; 1 er; © Gov The he 5 


ee who redeemed you and a 

ticulars of whoſe birth, . ee miracle 

death, reſurrection, aſcenſion and _interceſion, all + 

. moſt "wonderful! 2 ought. to , acquaint 1 

moſt exactly withal, by a conſtant, —— 

of the New Teſtament, of which I iti 

cerned to ſee how ignorant many hon: „ —— - 
examination. "The third article of your chriſtiahtth, . 

is to believe in the Holy Ghoſt, who 5 E 1 

and all the elect. people of Gon; that is, fi 

tian people. That he is the author of all” 12 

you, and that without his ſpecial, grace afhſti 

not in Your 55 power 7 advay In 
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725 true 1 ntance: * The reſurrection“ 


0 With our fouls, in order to enter upon what 

the Hit article of Four belief, a „ fife everlaſting.” 
9 Joh ſee, life is not everliſting; but of very ſhort 
BT uncertain continuance: You' fee old perſoris drop 
| 15 the grave through mere weakneſs of nature, and 
| Frog "Kong and middle-aged often cut off in their ful] 
| trength Sa vigour; and even many of thoſe Who, 
Ie yourſelves, Refs young and lively, and ſtanding 
9 50 on the threſhold or entrance of life, yet 
2 "bloom nipped with an untimely blaſt, ſud- 
SE 120 1 ng away :-fore they come to be full blown : - 
1 f Ore 5 no reliance upon this life, at Wy 

Es OK iod. of it. "But then, your chriſtian beli 


7 4775 Jeu oa better /and more enduring life to come; 
|; "8 that. thogeh you die to this world, it is to ive in 
znother; the good and virtuous, in unſpeakable j joys; 
16, bad ape Meious, in intolerable torments, for ever- 
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6-5 ate the tenets of chriſtian docttine, Ubich it 
1 neaged you TYould embrace and profeſs, when 
Ju. e by b aptiſm admitted into the cqmfnunion of 
: Church, © into covenant with Gon. I have 
a little varied the” expreflions of them, that you 
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our Saviour has declared, that not every due thee 2 

faith unto him, Loxp, Lonn, ſhall enter inte ee 2 
* kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth- the will 
„ his Father, which 1s in heaven; and that the Ervant _ 
% who knew his Lok p's will — N * wg 
« beaten with many ftripes.” .» 

No, the commandments 7vehich; you ary e 
are eaſily known, being the ſame that Gon to 
Moſes in Mount Sinai, which are ratified again a 
improved * er | 

They ma reduced to dee, as reſpecting, r. 1 
| They 2. "Vow neighbour; and 3. Yourſelf. 2 
1. With reſpect 30 God, that firmly believing '4 
there is ſuch a great and glorious Being, you fear him 
that is, live in a conſtant reverence of his uhſcen 
Majeſty, knowing that he is ever pre ſent with du i in 
private: and in public, in darkneſs as well a8 in the - 
da y-light; that his eye is ever upon you in all see 
whatever you are doing, or intend, or thin of be 
knows it. It is further required, chat yon love Him, 
which is no more than his excellencies N = 
demand; and: that not negli 5 mg 3 

F tor with all your heart, with all your Si; wi with all . 
dur foul, and with all your ſtrength. es 
| heart u ee without Which he- 5 ſec 
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give me thine heart; e Fax e 
quires that you. enpreſs your lewe to him,; i e 
„ ſhipping him, giving Wien thanks, Pyttiog - your” 
„ whole truſt in him, in honouring i 
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„% of your fe. Let me here only remind tat 
da worlhip-of Gor, muſt be paid by ou in quiblic 
and in private; in public, accotdiag to the — 
u, and pa on dis own 
| - + ſet apart for- reh gious uſes; in private, you muſt 
5 . Ades for 2 4 45 and keep them conſtantly, ak- 
; —— * end the day with, des 4 
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pour converſation, and it will give you the 
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Autys and, in general, to behave yourkbets e 
«modeſt, y, and reverent manner towards all your 
betters, or ſuperiors. But above all, you. are by. all 
means to take care to hurt nobody, not even the mean- 
eſt human. creature, , though ever ſo much in your 
2 or e- N om favour; but to treat the | 
the property, 3 of everyone 2 1 
are —amcd. with, with tenderneſs and = 
An all your various dealings in the- world, 
. RMant and 1 muſt be truth and e 40 
abhor a lie; and ſo far from ſtealing or defrauding, 
as not to allow yourſelves. ſo much as te oobet or de- 4 
ſire what belongs to another, and which have no A 
fair means of procuring ;. truſting for: a; ivelihood 40 
. Gov's bleſſing on your labours, and fidelity. i in i 
tation, loving. r neighbour #t- lincerely as yo ag '- 
2 making this your ſtanding, nt 1 4 fa all men 9 
ou would they da unti mn ts. 9 
y, in your perſonal are you Ire; paced 3 


to keep 8 in tem by - «up 8 
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larity throughout your, whole. d 9 . 8 — 
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r tedemption of your ſouls, the favour; 0 £ 


75 2 theſe; | 4 oe 
„dae now been aſked, and defired e = 
_ JON * n e 1 
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Gould wwe beſt. Fite and water, life and death, hen- 


” al FT DO. 
3 otherwiſe you forfeit again the privileges of y 


it were ſet your hand and ſeal. 
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ven and hell, have been ſet before you, that you — 
make your choice, and ftretch forth your hands 
which liketh you beſt; that you may not hereafter 
complain that you bave been impoſed upon; that you 
might act in your own perſons, with your eyes open, in 
an affair which ſo eſſentially concerns — everlaſti 
—— You' have been 4 t into the public 4 


 -emibly, and there in the ogy ns —— che 


queſtion has been fairly put to you by Gp miniſter, 


* biſhop, in theſe folemn words: 
Do you here in the preſence of Gon. and of his 


„ ation, rene w- this folemn promiſe and vow 


% that was made i in your name at your baptiſm, rati- 
:< fying and confirming the ſame in your 6wn perſons; 


d and acknowledging yourſelves bound. to believe, and 


to do all thoſe things which your, Godfathers r 

„ Godmothers then undertook for you? 
To this queſtion you have all of you given your. 
-public — by — every one of you for your- 
nd indeed id the higbeſt reaſon, as 


*Xiſm ; yon break your covenant with Gop * hs 10 
ee ee don 'twve 35 


20 anl. deed, T 


And from this your on 


. "en now in the ſecond — to inculeate upon oo. 
due 


moſt ſerious en 


diſcharge of theſe your 


* ments, that you may in the end „ e N 


denn to our everlaſting comfort. 
II. Now as this Is a covenant between Gov: md | 
"you, you ure to conſider that a covenant is a ſolemn 
_ "ting in er own nature, which no man can vishRe | 
3 reproach, Covenant-breakets are d'vy - 
Br, Peu among the moſt flagrant offenders, If it be 


Wo 


2 F * honeſt 


Wk man's covenarit; yet to break it is a ſign of a baſe | 


> - mans unworthy any "regard-or *con- 


 "Gop, who made you, preſerves you, bath 


- 
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oft 
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men, as an outlaw or reprobate, with*whom they 3 
will have no communication.” But this facred cove- 
nant is ſtill to be more reverenced, becauſe of the ſu- 
preme dignity of Amighiy God, who condeſcends to 

e ons of the contracting parties. He is not à Being 

to be trifled with, or with whom we may prevaricate 

with impunity. What he hath promiſed, de will 
moſt certainly make good, and will no leſs firiatly - > 
require faithfulneſs of thoſe with whom ie Ras to'do,' 3 
Md: ao to all your ſolemn promiſes id Hob, 

you muſt remember the wiſe man's "admohition, . © 
when thou voweſt a vow to Gob, defer notto pay, _2 
for he hath no pleaſure in fools : Pay that Which - 7 
« thou haſt vowed.” '"As by fulfilling your reges 
_ Engagements, you will be entitled to all manner & 
bleſſings, ſo. by neglecting, fighting, and breaking” 
them, you will entail upon yourſelves all thoſe curſes 
which are denounced in Gop's law againſt wicked 
and diſobedient perſons. On your keeping this cove- 
nant, depends your welfare here in this life, and r 
ever in another. It is your all that is at ſtake the 
one thing needfu}, the very end of your" being mage «„ 
reaſonahle creature; that you” might by a lite of Ur- 
tue and holineſs, be prepared to enjoy a ftate of hap- 2 
pineſs and glory, purchaſed and 'provided for you by 
our bleſſed Saviour. Obſerve therefore-'and keep A 
it and do it, for this ſhall be your wiſdom and Wr 
< underſtanding, in the fight of Gop and eg 
But what a ſhame will it be, with what pain, ange 
and remorſe would it fill your hearts, erd ga 
ever go back, and fall away. from your plighted vows, . 
anch turn your ſteps from the divine teſtimonies ] 28 
Which of you can be ſo treacherous as ever to e 
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"and fanctifed you, and entered into a covenants 2 
peace and mercy with you, ſealed in the bie Y 
den beloved Son! Oh who can deſert the "Comm \ 


1.46.3 


and our. comin in, to proſper r undertakin , 
2nd 8 deliver —7 in all 5 ers Fo neceſſities ; 1+ 
as if tht was nothing, hath laid up for you a crown 
of glory, and everlaſting joys, at his own right hand 
M heaven. Think on theſe things, my dearly belov- 
young chriſtians, and reſolve with God's help to 
| true to your truſt, and to keep yourſelves ſtedfaſt 
and unwavering in the covenant you have made. 
"The. advantages are, all your own. God Almighty is 
no gainer by the contract, which he has made with 
"you only out of bis pure love and tender regard for | 
your happineſs, Oh then, let your own intereſt; let 
Jour gratitude and repeated promiſes ever be upon your 
mind, and prevail with you to anſwer theexpeCtation- 
ot your heavenly Father, which with your own mouths 
Fou have now declared to be juſt and reaſonable, and 
ſuch as in every account you are bound to fulfil. - 
I prefs' theſe things upon you with more earneſtneſs 
it preſent, becauſe, of the very great importance. it is 
of, for you to ſet out right, now in the beginning of 
= "Vie; before you have contracted evil babits, o 
= "has. taken any deep root in yu. Now is the ti 3 for 
3 Ne more eſpecially, to tread with caution, and care- 
fully conſiqer what track of Jife you, enter upon 3. for 
probably in the ſame track yon will continue, whe- 
"ther right or wrong, to the end of your \lives: Ad 
= de aſſured further, that no ſervice is more acceptable | 
8 Gov, than that which we pay him in the unſullied 
_ of youth, with the lively vigour of all our fa- 
 *culties, It is moreover necellary. to be thus urgent | 
= - Bonk ou, to take heed: to your ways at this critical 
-  *period,, becauſe of the dangers and temptations "which 
' il! now moſt likely beſet and aflault your virtue. 
The time is now come, when yo have taken 
ne upon yourſelves, and muſt begin "46 4A you our part 
in a Ton Il of ſnares and entitements: , The 72 4 


- ruption — own nature, and even the vi 
en vil incl you doo eaſily 70 liſten We 21 
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WP of. 3 2 
tal allarements, which vice (under the falſe | 
of pleaſure) will ſolicit you to comply with; and-to - 
encourage any ill diſpoſitions, and emboiden you. to 
indulge them, there will not be wanting too 22 | 
bad examples, who will take a malicious pleaſute i 
ti r innocence, and drawin along 
ee e ee 
thoſe adverſaries to goodneſs, there is moreover a ſub- 
til infernal ſpirit, who knows your weakeſt, moſt un- 
guarded quarter, and ever lieth in wait to deceive and 
to deſtroy. On all theſe: accounts, you have need'of 
| == utmoſt caution and vigilance, and the firmeſt re. 
ſolution. too, to ſtand your ground unſhaken; and e- 
maintain your poſt in your chriſtian ſtation, in * bh 
midſt of ſo many and great dangers. 

Nay, - inſufficient after all, and altagertieer: mai FF 
will all your own- endeavours prove, unleſs — 2 
and promoted, and made effectual by the all-powerful 3 

2 of divine grace; a further meaſure M Wah, t 
is derived upon you at you, ebafamation : 
For then the biſhop ea y and- ens 
:Gop on your behalf, — beſreched him 
fecting words, That: he would. ſtrengiiens 
© the Holy Ghoſt the comforter, and-dailgahet n 
23 maniſold gifts and ace erat 3 
— — and unde anding, e ſpifit ot counſel” 3 
and ghoſtly ſtrength, the ſpirit pe, knowledge: and = 
* true ineſs, and fill you ala the ſpirit of is 
* hol r, now and ever; that yon might continue 
4 children of Gop, increafing, daily more and mote | 
in goodneſs until you cometh! . king 
dom.“ -Fheſe are pious an een 
your behalf, and add a new obligaty your religi- 2 
dus covenant, to 1 Thott is "os . << 1 
. a party, engaging to uppty all nee race — 
- ANCE to thoſe who in earneſt deſire to gl it. . 
Vou can never dag dane * e, in which yu kite 


- ſo powerful ane joined Wr bar with e. bk 


i 
-- 


, t 18 1 
tant care and hearty endeavours, you, will be tfute a 
work out your fatuation, ſince it is God that u — 
nnd witrn you, to will and ta de of bis good pleaſure. 
1 Gbron. xxviii. B. Now therefore, to e 
words of King David; In the ſight of all Hfacl, 
the — — the Lon n, and in the audience 
4 of our Gon, I charge you to keep and ſeek for all 
the commandments of the Lon your Gon, that 
0 it r r well . * and your — after 
ever. Know) ye, therefore, the Gop of 
— and ſerve him with a perfect 
4 Ad with a willing mind; for the, Loxn ſearcheth 
e allchearts, and underſtandeth all the iginations of 
the thoughts. If ye ſeek him, he will be found of 
vou; but if you forſake him, he will caſt "or off or 
6 « Ever.“ N 7 1 
III. For, — inveatainicg 6 
= religi refolation, it remains now, that I con > 
| a few ſhort rules of caution and advice. 
2 , In the firſt place it will be of ſeroat-uley fre- 
- «wJuentlyto review your baptiſmal covenant, and recol- 
| Jo&wobatiit 3 is that you have fo ſolemnly and deliberately 
undertaken to fulfill. The three _ s promiſed far 
vou, and which you have now prom 2 
mould often be brought to ne: — 
your manyers and way of liſe with them, and ſee how 
they agree together. Let them be the rule of your con- 
duct by . you are to walk, and not the Way of the 
world, or the examples of the multitude. What is it 
to me, may you ſay to yourſelves, how others live, 
2 what dangerous liberties they take, what vanities 
purſue, what exceſſes they indulge: Their fins 
not excuſe mine, nor is their courſe of life a pat- 
stern for mine. I have bound myſelf to Gp, to re- 
nounce all wickedneſs, to hold faſt the chriſlian faith, 
and to walk in Gop's commandments. | I am a fal- 
Hier of JasuSs Cnrrom, the captain of my ſalvation, 
3 . in all vir- 
tuous 
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— 8 


ons of 2 


*. . 
tudus and godly living; “ not to be oonformec te 
« this world or its wicked cuſtoms, but to be W 
„formed in — renewing of my mind, that I n 
prove what is that ner acceprable, and 
* will of Gon.“ 8 

24ly, Shun an idle and dotbful habit, which is is. nat 

only itſelf a great fin, but e you to all other 
fins. The ſlothful are odious in the ſight of Gop 
and man; they conſume that for Which others labour 
they ſquander away that precious time which is allotted 
them for the moſt valuable purpoſes. They abuſe the 
talents Gop has given them, and let them ruſt for 
want of exerciſe. They are always in che way af 
temptation, and ready to fall in with any diſſolute com- 
panion that calls upon them. Having nothing to — 
they are ever prone to do evil. Whilſt, on the 
'honeſt - induſtry and diligence in ſome employ- 
met, is — — profitable for 
this world, but keeps the mind too buſy to be àt feine 
to liſten' to the calls of vice · and — 2 
Gon has in his wiſdom made genera yy” = 
Tor ging he men 


2 temporal — for 

that 1 th, 2 it is no leſs 
that meat which endureth unto — — "i 
ah, Be very cautious what company you - 
Patrivnls allow yourſelves no familiarity with En 4 
Jooſe and profane diſpofition, Who 1 
mock of religion, and glory in being above all we re- YA 
ſtraints it lays men under: What will ſhook you at firſt _ 
in their looſe talk, wal by - uſe, appear less 
und Jefs horrible; and if you do not fly from ſuemm 
tial converſation, it is much if you ate not inũ 
dhe end infected with it. You may as well hope to 
| bandle pitch without being defiled, as keep: wicked 7 
_ © Company and preſerve your on innocence. But en-. 
deavour to. aſſociate yourſelves with the virtuous a, | 
| | religious, from whom you will be — Hearni 


eget * 


SS 
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25 3 and raiſe: an honourable emulation in ruo- 
ning your chriſtian race; for So/omn obſerves, As 
| ER th iron, ſo doth, the countenance of a 
| — — if a good man, his puns | 
Aub, Abſtain particularly, I beſeech s you- 
grow up, from that moſt dangerous and drucke of. 
all vices, drunkenneſs. At preſent you ate too young 
to be ſenſible. perhaps of the 3 of the bewitching 
cup; but you are not too young to obſerve the mil- 
chieik it has brought on thoſe who have been allured: ff 
. :by them: Their health: deſtroyed, their affairs. diſj- 
-rrefſed, their underſtandihgs impaired, all ſenſe, of ge- 
ANMg)gios extinguiſhed ; beſides, an innumerable: train of 
- >, _ vices,” to which in. their ſober moments they would 
dave no temptation, are the common effects of intem- 
perate drinking. If you yield. to this one temptation, 
3 all that I 4 ſaid will * of no uſe to you.” You 
will diſregard the beſt advice of your. friends, - 
and indeed become incapable of putting it in practice. 
Vou muſt be ſober, if 1 and that 
one poſt manfully deſended, you will -be always upon 
1 2 Peu guard to repel your adverſaries from every quarter. 
ahh, Let me here repeat another particular men- 
=  ioned above, as, part of our, duty 0. en Te 
1 never venture to take his holy: name in in yain he 
FE, frequency: of this horrible ſip, makes it neceſſary to 
Fj guard you againſt it with the ſtricteſt care now, before 
have been guilty of it; for abominable and un- 
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2 = : natural as it is, unpleaſant and unprofitable too, yet 
EE what chis i mpious and ſhameful habit has been once 
© - _ - ;cantracted; it js. but ſeldom ſeen to be reformed. 
lde that have been long; uſed to ſwearing, bechme 
3 Aa be when they ſwear: They loſe che horror of 
1 1 7; o dreadful a tie. and almoſt perſuade. we. 
1 _ no. crime at all. But heat you, 1 laren, > 
. tov: rather than dem, who. has eter himeff 
x realows Gop, and will not bold. him,  guitle 5 that: ne - 
Y ba " Thus name in vir 3 om of, * 
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ed reprobates, but the direction of our blelſed e 
Who ſays, Swear not at all in your” ordinary: con- 
< verſation ; but let your communication be yea'yea, © 

and "nay nay; for whatſoever is more than this, | 
<< — of evil, or of the evil one. Speak the 
8 and then you will have „ 8 
give eredit to What JRun which in ene 


ſeldom do. © | 
00. That you ma keep in the right way to bes- 
Go for your guide, read Ie 


| ven, take the word 
Id day, and meditate by night. Let no day, if. you  Þ 
F can help it, paſs: without tincturing your minds with 2 
ſome of the divine wiſdom it contains. It is the pi- 
ritual food that keeps alive a ſenſe of religion within 
It will raiſe in your hearts the moſt awful apfre?- 
ſions: of hie great Majeſty; it will diſplay before 
your eyes the mercies of your redemption | 
Ennis, and kindle your affections to heavenly things. : 
The holy patterns, and exemplary lives of pious per- | 
ſons you there meet with, cannot fail to awaken a, ſpirit”  - 
of zeal and emulation ig your breaſts, and incline 5 
to 88 do — it then yours, gas it wa- 
the praiſe of young Timothy, that . from children o? , 
>. 1 the holy — w_ Ie to make - 
ay > reno cre l 2 2 55 5 7 
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fouls: It is the yay of con 
ſpirits, the author of 3 3 
AM you awake to a neu liſe never © 
prai e and was. Me 


2 | ſo nearly reſenbling "ot jos the be you Be Bog 7 1 
by FE * 
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enty e dhe able aſſemblies of the faichful, — te 
jdin with your fellow. chriſtians in the ſervice» of the 


fanctuary; and be ſure to bebave yourſelves attentualy 
and — improve your hearts with what v 
hear, to renew your reſolutions of a chriſtian liſe, to 
gain new ſupplies of grace, and particularly to refreſh 
your ſouls, when it is adminiſtered wich the repreſen- 
tative and blood of CHRIST, our n in 
a” holy eucharift,—or LozD's ſupper. .* 
3 To that moſt ſolemn act of chriſtian 
is the direction of our church, that & no aer 


5 5 & ſhall be admitted till they have been confirmed, 


2 1 


are deſirous of being confirmed.“ You have 
qualified ves in that reſpect, for approaching 


the table of the Lox D: You are now entitled to that 


- privilege: And as it is the principal means of 
grace, appointed by our bleſſed Saviour. himſelf, 
ſtrengthening and refreſhing our ſouls with all ſpi- 
32 aid and comfort, and deriving upon us the in- 
oftimable benefits of his meritorious death and paſſion, 
it repreſents before us: On theſe accounts, 
- the gneceſſity of your condition muſt 1 urge ou to 
prepare yourſelves without delay, _— — may be ini- 
122 the number of faithful com 
eſs no one toithin-folemn — 


22 I would pr 
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capable of duly conſidering it, and com- 
tui it with à tight underſtanding, as, well as pious 
gion: But when you have attained. a compe- 
tub kdowledge of this ſacred ordinance, which muſt 
nom do your ſorious endeavour; you ate by no means 
'wneglet it, both becauſe you ſtand in immediate 
- and of the grace it- ſupplies, and: . 
1 ſo: you. may fall into a general di 


N "hp even. totaF- of ſo eſſential à part of y 
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about all religion. But 


Lontinue in the good way, walking in this, and all the 
_ commandments and ordinances of the Logo blameleſs. 
Begin nom, whilſt your hearts are yet tender, aud apt 
40 keteive the happy impreſſions of religion. You will 
1 begin with much — whilſt you have yet the 

pious examples of your parents and ſriends ſet before 

E your wy bes 

nnings 7 
er initiated, you will go' on from! fire 
ee grace to grace, improving day 
virtu 3 inefs of living; Sorg ett : 
= "which are behind, and — ns ring tho te 
prof things which are before, You will by GO wi. . 


ately perceptible to th yet fare, though flow, it 
will be always i neren and at length life * 


heaven: Encouraging and provoking one another to 
love, and to all g 


„Son of Gop, unto a perfect man, unto the meaſure 
<4 of the ſtature of the fulneſs of Cas; and de 
found © meet to be ne mg 4% 
« faints in light.“ 

This is the wiſdom which is from above; thek is 
rules and directions; the wiſdom which will never 5 
found vain, the true wiſdom of man his greateſt . 


% eaſy attainment: The pleaſure, the hon 


Vantage accompanying it, will highly „ 
3 — it. Adorned with its graces,” — . 
; © tend amiable in the W n 9 
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begin early, my young cri. 
Zians,; and you will then be likely to hold an, and 


continue to advance in piety, as you advance in eu 
. your: good principles having taken root dowuward, 
will bear fruit upward, and though your-growth, like 

that of a tree, may not be ſo ſudden as to be immedi. 75 


© its top 4% © 
works, as mes w. to 8 


gether in the chriſtian race, until you all come in” * be 
« the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the 0 f 


nament and higheſt perfection, open to gs and of» 
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bvever falling ſpring of ſatisſaction within 
R above all, will be a of by your 
Father, which is in heaven: Veu will reſemblethe 
ttern of our bleſſed Saviour himſelf, who grew in 
? :: wiſdom as in ſtature, and in favour with Gon and | 
L man; and through his merits and mediation, will at | 
laſt be admitted into thoſe manſions of bliſs, whither he 
3g - in gone before to prepare a place for you. $304 | 
1 To him, therefore, brethren, I now moſt heartil 9 
IS commend you, and to the word of his grace, which 
z able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance 
48 | _ among all them which are ſanctified by faith, which is | 
k sus: Lo whom, with the Father, and 
* Holy three perſons, but one Gos, be 
25 A . aſcribed All honour, adoration, andſpraiſe; for ever A 
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